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September 2023 

Dear Westford residents, 

September has already brought us a lot of excitement and changes.  As many of you can 
probably tell by traffic patterns in and out of town, school is back in fully swing.  The Town 
held a very successful Strategic Planning Retreat on Thursday, September 7 at Kimball 
Farms.  Over 240 people attended the event as Town Staff, Board and Commission  
members presenting and town residents interested in the topics we were discussing.   

The Budget Task Force (See pages 3-4 to review the information sheet) and the MBTA 
Communities Advisory Committee held roundtable discussions to obtain feedback on the 
information they have been collecting and analyzing.  Thank you to all who were  
involved.   
 

I would also like to thank the residents for their patience during the strong storm Westford 
endured on Friday September 8, 2023.  Many residents were without power for an  
extended period of time during continued heat and humidity.  Also, thank you to the Police, 
Fire, Department of Public Works, Public Facilities and other departments who all worked 
tirelessly during and after the storm to ensure that our residents and public buildings were 
safe.   
 

Finally, I would like to remind residents that the fall Special Town Meeting will be held on 
Monday, October 16, 2023 at 7PM at the Westford Academy Gymnasium.  All are welcome 
to attend.  More information on the Special Town Meeting can be found on the Town  
Website: www.westfordma.gov/393/Town-Meeting. Additionally, the Town Moderatorôs 
message on page 5 has some additional details about the specific articles. The Select 
Board, Finance Committee and Planning Board will be reviewing various articles at their 
upcoming meetings. 
 

The Select Board held one combined meeting in August and discussed the following: 
 

At their meeting on August 15, 2023 the Select Board thanked the Land Use  
Department and developers for finalizing the sidewalks along Route 110.  The  
Select Board also thanked Westford Remembers for donating $300 to the Annual Town 
Staff Summer Cookout.  The funds were used to purchase gift cards that were distributed 
as prizes during a game of trivia. 
 

The Budget Task force held a joint meeting with the Select Board, Finance  
Committee and School Committee to discuss and update the Select Board on the FYô25 
budget.  The final presentation is being scheduled for mid October.  
 
 

Watch  

(Continued on next page) 
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The Nabnasset Fire Station Designer Selection Committee requested to enter fee negotiations with Context  
Architecture for Designer Servers, which was approved 4-0.  A request to approve a Historic Preservation Restriction 
and Community Preservation Funding Agreement related to the exterior renovation for the Parish Center for the Arts 
was approved in the amount of $100,000. 
 

At their meeting on September 12, 2023, the Select Board thanks the Town Manager, DPW and Public Safety  
Departments for their hard work related to the recent storms. 
 

Select Board Member Peraner-Sweet thanked the Town Manager and Town Staff for a successful Strategic Planning 
Retreat held at Kimball Farm on September 7, 2023.  She also acknowledged the Westford Police Department for their 
community engagement in town. 
 

Select Board Chair Clay thanked Veteran Service Officer Ryan Cobleigh for a successful 9/11 event held on  
September 11th in the Public Safety Courtyard. 
 

Diane Wood announced that the League of Women Voters will be holding a Civic Social event at Westford CAT on 
September 20th at 7:30pm.  Al Prescott announced the Westford Sportsmanôs Clubôs upcoming 75th Birthday Party and 
Open House, which will be held on September 30th from 12:00pm-4:00pm. 
 

The Select Board authorized Choice Housing opportunities for Intergenerational and Community Endeavors Inc. 
(ñCHOICEò) to act in relation to the proposed permitted and project for 35 and 39 Town Farm Road in a vote of 5-0. 
 

The Select Board was updated on the proposed zoning bylaw amendment to regulate firearms businesses from Jeff 
Morrisette, Director of Land Use Management, and Mark Chambers, Westford Police Chief.  The Select Board  
approved a recommendation from Town Counsel that special permits granted by the Board of Appeals pursuant to 
Section 3.6.2 of the Bylaw shall count towards the mitigation, and further that the total number of special permits for 
retail firearm businesses be limited to 4, where each business location even if providing multiple elements of service 
counts as 1 special permit. 
 

The Select Board reviewed the proposed warrant articles, set warrant numbers and review draft motions for the  
Special Town Meeting which will be held on Monday, October 16, 2023 in the Westford Academy gymnasium at 
7:00pm. 
 

The Select Board approved a request from the Board of Library Trustees and the Permanent Town Building Committee 
to enter fee negotiations with Finegold Alexander Architects for Designer Services related to the J.V. Fletcher Library 
renovation and expansion project. 
 

There are several openings on our local boards and committees, including:  

I urge you to peruse our website for information about the work of these committees; and if you have interest, please 
complete and submit a Citizenôs Activity form at this link: Citizen Activity Form. 
 

Would you like more detailed information on the Select Boardôs meetings? Click the following links to access: Select 
Board Documents & Select Board Meeting Videos. 
 

If you have any suggestions for articles or added features in future newsletters, please do not hesitate to reach out to 
the Town Managerôs office at (978)-692-5501 or email at klas@westfordma.gov. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Kristen Las, Town Manager 
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Affordable Housing Trust Council on Aging MBTA Communities Multi-Family Housing 

Agricultural Commission Cultural Council Parks and Recreation Commission 

Bylaw Review Committee Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Permanent Town Building Committee 

Capital Planning Committee Dog Park Task Force Recycling Commission 

Clean Energy and Sustainability Committee Economic Development Committee Scholarship and Grant Committee 

Commission on Disability Healthy Westford Committee Selectmen Policies & Procedures Sub Committee 

Community Behavioral and Mental Health Committee Housing Authority Tax Possession Disposition Committee 

https://data.westfordma.gov/bc/newcaf.php
https://www.westfordma.gov/936/Document-Search
https://www.westfordma.gov/936/Document-Search
http://www.westfordcat.org/channels/government-channel/board-of-selectmen/
http://www.westfordma.gov
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